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RODRIGUEZ, S.J., ST ALPHONSUS

ALPHONSUS RODRIGUEZ, who for the greater part of a century instructed
and edified so many persons, was not a priest, or eminent theologian, but
a simple lay-brother of the Society of Jesus. Born at Segovia, Spain, of
devout parents of the commercial class, Diego and Maria Rodriguez,
on 25th July, 1531, he early evinced a remarkable devotion to Our Lady.
As a little child, he loved to kiss her pictures and images, yet it is said
that he was twelve years of age before he was instructed in the devotion
to which he was always so attached, *.*., that of the holy rosary. For a short
time he studied at the Universities of Alcala and Valencia, but the death
of his father made it necessary for him to return home to carry on the
family business. But though in the world, he was not of it. He heard
Mass daily, recited the rosary with great fervour, and joined in all the
services of the Church as far as his secular affairs permitted. He married,
but lost both wife and a daughter by death not many years later. He and
a little son then went to live with his mother and sister, both for economy
sake and mutual consolation. Alphonsus dedicated his last surviving
child to God, and he used daily to pray that the boy might be taken young
rather than live to commit sin. This constant prayer was heard, and the
little boy died shortly after reaching his fourth birthday.
Alphonsus had long contemplated retiring from the world and now
that the last earthly tie was gone, he applied to be admitted into the Society
of Jesus. As his studies had been early broken off, he was advised by
Fr. Louis Santander to study Latin further so as to qualify himself for the
course for the priesthood. Eventually through the medium of Fr, Anthony
Cordeses, Provincial of Aragon, he was accepted as a lay-brother, " I
think," said Fr. Cordeses, " he will be useful to us all by his example and
prayers." He entered the Noviciate at Valencia, 3ist July, 1571, and
after six months was transferred to the newly-opened College of Montesion
at Majorca, where he took the solemn vows, 5th April, 1585.
For nearly fifty years, Alphonsus filled the obscure, but really very
important, position of hall-porter at the College with great exactness,
offering up the almost innumerable irritations and vexations associated
with that daily routine, as so many acts of mortification. As soon as the
bell rang, the holy lay-brother went to answer it, with the words "I am
ready, O Lord " on his lips. The time not taken up with attending at
the door, was filled by meditation, the rosary and ejacuktory prayers.
so that, as Fr. Michael Julian said of him: " he seemed rather to be an
as